autarchic project. The 1950s then signalled a rescaling of the network of interests, progressively abandoning the autarchic imaginary and opening up Spain to a more liberal and internationalist geopolitical imagination. Chapter 6 concisely documents the insertion of Spain into the US-led western alliance in the context of the Cold War. The arrival of the Opus Dei technocrats welded the desire of modernising state officials with those of the national economic elites to expand the geographical scope of Franco's network of interest to the international scale. Massive international flows of capital kept alive Franco's project and in turn accelerated the reconfiguration of the hydrosocial landscape, which underwent a 'jumping of scale' from the river basin to the national scale, with the Tajo-Segura inter-river water transfer as the paradigmatic materialisation of the authoritarian regime's desire to build a nationally integrated water system. The reordering and remaking of Spain's hydraulic techno-natural configuration under Franco left an important imprint in the Spanish landscape with more than 600 dams built. Tracing the arrival of democracy in the late 1970s, Chapter 7 turns to the emergence of new issues (e.g. ecological modernisation, market environmentalism, etc.), new scales (e.g. the European Union, regional governments, etc.) and new actors (e.g. actants such as birds, wetlands, river sediments) around the hydrosocial cycle. The emergence of these new issues, scales and actors enabled the crystallisation of new socio-environmental and techno-natural projects and imaginaries, as well as the canalisation of social discontent levelled against the dominant state-led hydraulic paradigm, which remained, nonetheless, almost unaltered. The zenith of this contradictory process of erosion of the hydraulic paradigm could be observed in the national water plans drafted in the mid 1990s and early 2000s that failed to materialise a nationally integrated water grid and spurred gigantic social upheaval. Those seemingly insurmountable contradictions were to be resolved through a new techno-natural fix: desalination. Chapter 8 explores the heterogeneous, fragile, incoherent and often contradictory assemblage of actants staging the new emblematic water paradigm revolving around this technology. Swyngedouw, as other authors have critically pointed out, argues that desalination may represent a radical shift in sociotechnical configurations, socio-physical assemblages and ecological relations to ensure that 'nothing really has to change'. Swyngedouw ends up with a brilliant reflection and summary of the book in Chapter 9, opening new avenues for rethinking water-as-commons organised through democratic being-in-common.
It is clear that Liquid power will appeal to anyone interested in Spanish water politics and the political ecology of water management. Beyond the originality of his approach and the temporal extension of the period analysed, Swyngedouw's contribution will be particularly welcomed by Spanish scholars because of the way in which he overcomes the emotional engagement with Spanish politics, especially in what concerns regional disputes, providing what appears as the point of view of an external observer. But the book makes contributions that will extend well
